
HIGH BRIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

WORK SESSION 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2008 

 
 
A.  OPENING OF MEETING - 7:00 PM 
 

1. Required Notice of Open Public Meeting 
 

Being duly posted at the following locations: High Bridge Middle School and Elementary 
Schools’ front doors, High Bridge Borough Hall Office; and advertised, in accordance with 
the Open Public Meeting Act, in the following newspapers: Hunterdon Democrat and the 
Courier News, the meeting will convene at 7:00 pm, on Monday, October 6, 2008, in Room 
#209 (Computer Room) at the High Bridge Middle School, 50 Thomas Street, High Bridge, 
NJ 08829.  Formal action will be taken if needed. 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

C.  ROLL CALL by Anthony Juskiewicz, Business Administrator 

  
 Kay Daughters-Musnuff  Jeffrey Raefski 
 Barbara Gallagher   Sheri Woliver  
 Robert Imhoff    Heather Thompson, Vice-President    
  Valerie Jordan   Janice Stemple, President  
  

 
D. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 

E. REVIEW OF OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
        Name Date Subject 

 Rose Strohmaier 9/22/08 Request for LOA under FMLA 
 Susan Connor 9/22/08 Board seat vacancy 
        John Paff  9/25/08 Procedure for entering executive session and  
    OPRA request  

        

F. ADOPTION OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 1.  September 15, 2008 Regular Monthly Meeting 
       
 

G. REPORTS TO THE BOARD 
 

1. Board President’s Report 
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2. Board Committees and Chairperson Reports  
 

• Community Relations – Heather Thompson, Chairperson 

Kay Daughters-Musnuff and Sheri Woliver  

� September 22, 2008, Committee Meeting Report   

• Curriculum and Instruction – Sheri Woliver, Chairperson 

Daniel Gallagher and Valerie Jordan  

• Finance/Facilities – Barbara Gallagher, Chairperson 

Jeffrey Raefski and Robert Imhoff  

• Personnel and Management – Janice Stemple, Chairperson 

Heather Thompson and Robert Imhoff  

• HCESC Representative – Dr. Patricia Ash 

• NJSBA Delegate – Janice Stemple  

• Negotiations – Janice Stemple, Heather Thompson, Sheri Woliver 
• Policy – Robert Imhoff, Chairperson, Valerie Jordan, and Kay Daughters-Musnuff 

� September 30, 2008, Policy Committee Report 

 
 

3. Superintendent’s Report 

 

A. INFORMATION ITEMS: 

1) Student Enrollment Update as of September 30, 2008.  Enrollment figures 

for September 2007 are provided for comparison.  (Attachment G-3-A-1)  

2) Employee Absence Report for September 2008 (Attachment G-3-A-2) 

3) Action Plans for District Goals #1, 2 & 4. 

4) Action Plans for School Level Objectives. 

5) Review of August’s legal bills (Attachment G-3-A-4) 

6)   Multiply Disabled Class LPN/Paraprofessional – FYI (Attachment G-3-A-5 

7)     Salary Guide Ratification by HBTA – FYI (Attachment G-3-A-6) 

8)     ESC Monthly Report – FYI (Attachment G-3-A-7) 

9)   Discussion of correspondence from John Paff regarding OPRA forms and 

        procedures for going into executive session. (Attachment G-3-A-8) 

 

 B. ACTION ITEMS: 

1) Approve the Indicators of Success from the Action Plans of the district goals. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
A Public Hearing is being conducted to discuss the 2008-2009 Nursing Services Plan.   

 

2) Approve the 2008-2009 Nursing Services Plan (Attachment G-3-B-2) 

 

 

 

4. School Business Administrator’s Report 

 

A. General Information Items 
  1. NJ School Digest (Attachment G-4-A-1) 
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B. Monthly Facility Maintenance Report 

None 

 

    C.  Vandalism Report 

  None 

 

  D.  Monthly Investment Interest        Amount                       
        Commerce Bank-Current Account –September, 2008            $290.41 
 
  

H.    PERSONNEL  
The Superintendent recommends the approval of the following actions: 
 
1. Rescind the following co-curricular activities and advisors for the 2008-2009 school 
 year.   

Activity Staff Member(s) Grade 

Level 

#           

Hrs. 

Compensation 

2008-2009 

Ann Walton  1,187.00 Student Leadership 

Melissa Dilgard 

6-8 

 1,187.00 

 
 

2. Approve the following co-curricular activities and advisors for the 2008-2009 school 
 year. 

Activity Staff Member(s) Grade 

Level 

#           

Hrs. 

Compensation 

2008-2009 

Ann Walton  1,780.50 Student Leadership 

Melissa Dilgard 

6-8 

 1,780.50 

Central Detention Regina Vuocolo 6-8 20   592.20 

 
3. Approve the following Interscholastic sports and advisors for the 2008-2009 school year. 
 

Activity Staff Member(s) Grade 

Level 

Yrs. 

Exper. 

Compensation 

2008-2009 

Cheerleading Pat Tuma 6-8 6 1,318.00 

Boy’s Basketball Mike Jones 6-8 6 2,620.00 

 
4. Approve request for leave of absence for Rose Strohmaier under the Federal Family 

Medical Leave Act for November 3, 2008 and November 10-14, 2008.   
 
5. Approve the following substitute teachers for the 2008-2009 school year: 

a) Amy Fisher 
b) Suzanne Reeds-Haynes 
c) Douglas Krieg 
d) Paul Aquino 
e) Kathleen Cosgrove 

 

6. Approve Steven Weber as a substitute custodian at an hourly rate of $11.00 for the 08-
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09 school year.  Mr. Weber has a criminal background check and a black seal license. 
 
7. Approve the employment of Joy DeFabrizio as part-time (4 hours per day) instructional 

aide in the elementary school to begin October 7, 2008 until June 30, 2009 at an hourly 
rate of $10.00 for a prorated annual salary of $6468.00.   

     
  

  Roll Call: 

  Kay Daughters-Musnuff  Jeffrey Raefski 
  Barbara Gallagher   Sheri Woliver  
  Robert Imhoff    Heather Thompson, Vice-President    
   Valerie Jordan   Janice Stemple, President  
    

 
 

I. CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION  
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the following: 
 
1. Approve the following class trips and transportation: 

a. 4th grade to Veterans Memorial Park in High Bridge for a tour given by 
American Legion Post #188 on Tuesday, November 11th with a rain date of 
November 12th.  This trip correlates with 4th grade social studies curriculum.  High 
Bridge Police will escort students as they walk to the park.  There is no cost for 
this trip. 

b. 4th grade to High Bridge Borough Hall and High Bridge Public Library on 
Wednesday March 18th with a rain date of March 19th.   This trip correlates with 4th 
grade social studies unit on local government.  High Bridge Police will provide 
escort as students walk to Main Street.  There is no cost for this trip. 

c. 4th and 5th grade Environmental Club to High Bridge Borough Commons 
Park on Thursday, May 14th with a rain date of May 15th to weed, mulch and plant 
at the park.  This trip is a joint effort between our school Environmental Club and 
the Borough’s Environmental Commission and correlates with health, science and 
social studies units.  Students will walk to the commons.  There is no cost for this 
trip. 

d. 4th and 5th grade Environmental Club to the South Branch of the Raritan 
River for river monitoring activities with a trained South Branch Watershed 
Authority leader on Friday, May 22nd with a rain date of May 29th.  Parents will 
transport their child.  The total cost of trip if $165.00.   

e. 4th grade to Solitude House Museum on Monday, October 20, 2008 with a rain 
date of October 21st to visit the museum, falls and forge.  This trip correlates with 
the 4th grade social studies curriculum.  Admission cost of $1.00 donation per 
student; transportation will be provided by HCESC at a cost of $148.50 for one 
bus, for a total charge per student of $4.25. 

f. 6th – 8th Grade Student Leadership Representatives to Camp Bernie on 
November 13-14, 2008 to build team leadership and communication skills that 
will be used to initiate programs for student leadership program involving entire 
student body.  Transportation to be provided by First Student.  All costs are paid 
by Voorhees Municipal Alliance. 
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g. 8th Grade to Polytech (either Bartles Corner Campus or Hunterdon Central 
Campus depending on student’s selection of Polytech program) on February 2, 
2009.  Students will depart at 11:30 a.m. and return approximately 2:25 p.m.  This 
trips corresponds to our career program, helps to meet regulation NJAC 64:6 
regarding implementation of career education for all students and provides hands 
on experience.  Transportation will be provided by First Student at a cost of $58.80 
per hour.   

h. Preschool and Kindergarten to West Portal Pumpkin Patch on Monday, 
October 20, 2008 with a rain date of October 23, 2008 for pumpkin picking, corn 
maize, learn about different types of eggs and feed the animals.  This trips 
corresponds with units on harvest and plants.  Transportation is to be provided by 
HCESC at a cost of 390.00 for one bus.  Admissions costs are $8.00 per student.  
All charges to be borne by parents/guardians.  Total charge per student is $16.75. 

i. 5th Grade to Hunterdon Central Regional High School on Tuesday, October 21, 
2008 to see “Chariot of the Sun”, a presentation on Greek mythology.  This trip is 
sponsored by the Hunterdon County Cultural & Heritage Commission and 
addresses NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards 1.1, 1.5 and 3.2.  Transportation 
is to be provided by HCESC at a cost of $330.00 for two buses.  There is no cost 
for admission.  The total charge per student of $6.00 is to be borne by 
parents/guardians. 

 
  2. Approve for first reading, the following policies and/or regulations listed below.  On 

revisions, bold type indicates additions and line through indicates deletion. (Attachment I-2) 
 

0142.1 – Nepotism  (New) 

N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-6.2 requires every school district to adopt a specific Nepotism Policy by 
October 1, 2008 and Abbott school districts must adopt the Nepotism Policy immediately.  
N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-6.2 provides the minimum requirements for a district’s Nepotism Policy 
which have been incorporated into the new Policy Guide 0142.1.  Abbott school districts 
should replace their existing Nepotism Policy with this Policy Guide, while non-Abbott 
districts should eliminate any existing Nepotism Policy or the nepotism section of their 
Policy 3125 and 4125 and adopt this new Policy 0142.1 by October 1, 2008.  The option 
that seeks approval from the Executive County Superintendent (ECS) for certain 
exceptions is an issue that should be considered in adopting a final policy.  Nothing 
precludes a district from adopting a more stringent nepotism policy as Policy Guide 
0142.1 meets the minimum requirements of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-6.2.  Policy Guide 0142.1 is 

MANDATED 

 

0174 – Legal Services  (New) 

N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.2 requires a Board adopt a policy on strategies to minimize the cost of 
public relations and professional services, including the prudent use of legal services and 
tracking of such legal services.  Policy Guide 0174 is consistent with the requirements of 
the new Code and has been developed to replace existing Policy Guide 0174.  The district 
must designate a contact person(s) who must evaluate the necessity for legal advice before 
contacting the Board attorney, contact logs must be maintained, invoices must be 
itemized, and legal bills must be compared to contact logs.  The process to seek and 
account for legal advice is detailed in the new Policy Guide 0174.  This Policy guide 
should replace the district’s existing Policy 0174.  Policy Guide 0174 is MANDATED 
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IA. EXECUTIVE/CLOSED SESSION 
  Motion to adjourn to Executive Session in accordance with the Sunshine Law, Chapter 321, 

P.L. 1975, to discuss personnel matters, pending litigation, negotiations and other such 
related matters. 

 
• Attorney-client privilege Re: Potential Litigation involving former   

 employees who have been overpaid. 
 
    The matters discussed will be made public if and when the circumstances requiring 

confidentiality no longer exist; however, it is not presently known when such circumstances 
will exist. 

 

IB.  RECONVENE PUBLIC SESSION 
 

 

J. SCHOOL BUSINESS         
The Superintendent, in consultation with the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, 
recommends the Board approve the following: 

   

 1.   PAYMENT OF BILLS  

  Audit of Invoices (Attachment J-1a-b)   

a) Approve invoices for Current Expense Fund 10 in the amount of  $26,033.30 (2007-
2008 Schedule 24) 

b) Approve invoices for Current Expense Fund 10 in the amount of  $113,940.45 (2008-
2009 Schedule 3) 

c) Approve payroll for Current Expense Fund 10 in the amount of  $220,147.46 
(09/15/08)  

d) Approve payroll for Current Expense Fund 10 in the amount of  $219,400.31 
(09/30/08)  

e) Approve invoices for Cafeteria Account in the amount of $1,548.80  

 

 

Date Vendor  Amount Description       Check No.  
9/19/08 Maschio’s Food Svc    1,136.52 September partial 

billing 
1154 

9/19/08 State of NJ 
 Dept of Agriculture 

       21.15 Food/Supplies 1155 

9/19/08 State of NJ  
Dept. of Treasury 

    391.13 Food/Supplies 1156 

 TOTAL   $1,548.80   

 
 

      2.   USE OF FACILITIES (Attachment J-2) 

 

a) Boy Scouts – Use of Elementary School classroom on the various Mondays of each                
month from October 15, 2008 to March 23, 2009   Advisor: Colleen O’Dea  

 
b) Halloween Parade – Use of Middle School gym on Saturday, October 25, 2008 in                 

the event of inclement weather, from 12:30 pm until 4:30 pm.  Advisor: Doug Walker  
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 3. IDEA FUNDS APPROVAL 
 Approve the acceptance of funds for the 2008-09 IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act), Part B Basic Grant in the amount of $92,671 and the IDEA Preschool 
Grant in the amount of $3,983.   

 

       4.  IDEA Submission 
The High Bridge Board of Education hereby authorizes the submission of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, Part B (IDEA-B) application for Fiscal Year 2009. 

 
  5. Approve the acceptance of funds of the Fiscal Year 2009 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

Grant with the following allocations: 
 

� Title I, Part A:  Improving Basic Programs Operated                $12,771                              
by Local Education Agencies 

� Title II, Part A: Teacher and Principal Training and          $12,939                           
Recruiting Fund 

� Title II, Part D:  Enhancing Education Through                           $     106           
Technology 

� Title III, Part A English Language Acquisition & Language  $     939 
 Enhancement   
� Title IV, Part A: Safe and Drug-Free Schools and         $     765                         

Communities Act 

  

6.   Approve the submission of the Fiscal Year 2008 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Grant 
      with the following allocations: 

 
� Title I, Part A:  Improving Basic Programs Operated                $12,771                              

by Local Education Agencies 
� Title II, Part A: Teacher and Principal Training and          $12,939                           

Recruiting Fund 
� Title II, Part D:  Enhancing Education Through                           $     106           

Technology 
� Title III, Part A: Safe and Drug-Free Schools and         $     939                         

Communities Act 
� Title IV, Part A: Safe and Drug-Free Schools and         $     765                         

Communities Act 

 
 Roll Call: 

 Kay Daughters-Musnuff  Jeffrey Raefski 
 Barbara Gallagher   Sheri Woliver  
 Robert Imhoff    Heather Thompson, Vice-President    
  Valerie Jordan   Janice Stemple, President  
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K. TRAVEL EXPENDITURE APPROVAL (Attachment K) 
 The Superintendent, in consultation with the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, 

recommends the Board pre-approve the workshop and travel expenses listed on the attached 
chart as authorized by Board Resolution adopted on November 5, 2007.  

 
 

 Roll Call: 

 Kay Daughters-Musnuff  Jeffrey Raefski 
 Barbara Gallagher   Sheri Woliver  
 Robert Imhoff    Heather Thompson, Vice-President    
  Valerie Jordan   Janice Stemple, President  

  
L.    EXECUTIVE/CLOSED SESSION 

  Motion to adjourn to Executive Session in accordance with the Sunshine Law, Chapter 321, 
P.L. 1975, to discuss personnel matters, pending litigation, negotiations and other such 
related matters. 

 
● September 15, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes review (see sealed 
 envelope) 

 
    The matters discussed will be made public if and when the circumstances requiring 

confidentiality no longer exist; however, it is not presently known when such circumstances 
will exist. 

 
 

M.  RECONVENE PUBLIC SESSION 
 
 

N. ADOPTION OF EXECUTIVE MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS 

MEETINGS 
 

 1.  September 15, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
 

 Roll Call: 

 Kay Daughters-Musnuff  Jeffrey Raefski 
 Barbara Gallagher   Sheri Woliver  
 Robert Imhoff    Heather Thompson, Vice-President    
  Valerie Jordan   Janice Stemple, President  

  

O. APPROVE THE RELEASE OF EXECUTIVE MINUTES FROM 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

 1.  June 23, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
 2.  June 30, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
 3.  July 14, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
 4.  August 11, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
 5.  September 15, 2008 Executive Meeting Minutes 
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 Roll Call: 

 Kay Daughters-Musnuff  Jeffrey Raefski 
 Barbara Gallagher   Sheri Woliver  
 Daniel Gallagher   Heather Thompson, Vice-President    
  Robert Imhoff   Janice Stemple, President  

 Valerie Jordan   
 
 

P. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

Q. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 

R. ADJOURNMENT 


